FAITH IN ABILITY, FAITH IN EACH OTHER

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE E-PACK

Welcome

from the Head of Sixth Form
St Chad’s Sixth Form College (SC6F) is a unique
opportunity for you to shape your own future. SC6F
is a supportive, friendly and caring community that
puts the learning of the students first.
During your time here with us you will have lots of
opportunities to develop in a way that is right for you.
We have an extensive enrichment programme which
is 100% guided by you and your requirements.

You will also have the opportunity to take part in
our foreign exchange programmes with our partner
schools in France, Kenya and China.
At SC6F teachers will do all that they can do to
support and guide you through the next 2 years of
your studies. During this time they will ensure that
you are as successful as you can possibly be, whilst
giving you the time to become an independent
lifelong learner.

Sarah Craven
Head of Sixth Form

“Students are well
prepared for the world
beyond school” OFSTED
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Courses
English Language
This specification offers the opportunity for students
to develop their subject expertise by engaging
creatively and critically with a wide range of texts
and discourses. We explore the study of English
Language both as a medium of communication and
as a topic in its own right. There is an emphasis on
the ability of students to pursue lines of enquiry,
debate different views, and work independently to
research aspects of language in use.
In this specification, language is seen as a creative
tool for expression and social connection, as well as
for individual cognition. The study of language as
a symbolic system used to assert power in society is
also fundamental to the scope of this specification.
Course Requirements:
5-A*Cs including English and Maths, with a good
grade in English (and Literature if studied at GCSE).
AS Course Structure:
AS Paper 1: Language and the Individual
AS: Content for Paper 1
• Textual variation
• Representation
• Methods of language analysis are integrated
into the assessment
AS Paper 2: Language Varieties
AS: Content for Paper 2
• Language diversity
• Attitudes to language diversity within the 		
British Isles
• Directed writing
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•

Methods of language analysis are integrated
into the assessment

A-level Paper 1: Language, the Individual and Society
A-level: Content for Paper 1
• Textual variation
• Representation
• Children’s language development (0-11 years)
• Methods of language analysis are integrated
into the assessment
A-level Paper 2: Language Diversity and Change
A-level: Content for Paper 2
• Language diversity
• Language change
• Attitudes to language
• Directed writing
• Methods of language analysis are integrated
into the assessment
A-level non-exam assessment: Language in Action
Students produce:
• A language investigation (2,000 words 		
excluding data)
• Students ask their own question about 		
language, devise a method to collect the data
and write a report on their findings.
Students produce:
A piece of original writing on one of the 			
following (750 words)
• The power of persuasion
• The power of storytelling
• The power of information
• A reflective commentary (750 words)
• An assessment

English Literature
This specification has a distinct philosophy which
centres on different ways of reading and on the
connections which exist between texts. Study of
texts within the chosen literary and cultural genres in
the examined topic areas is enhanced by the study
of critical theory in the non-exam assessment. In
this way, students can gain a solid understanding
of how texts can be connected and how they can
be interpreted in multiple ways so that students
can arrive at their own interpretations and become
confident autonomous readers. Students are then
not only equipped with the knowledge and skills
needed for both exams and non-exam assessment,
but also experience a rich, challenging and coherent
approach to English literature that provides an
excellent basis for studying the subject at university.
The specification encourages the exploration of texts
in a number of different ways:
•
•
•

the study of texts within specific genres.
the study of texts through engagement 		
with a range of theoretical ideas.
writing about texts in a number of different
ways.

Genre study is at the heart of English Literature B and
the four broad genres available for study are tragedy,
comedy, crime writing and political and social protest
writing. Just as meanings of texts are not fixed, neither
are definitions of genre, which frequently change and
become blurred. The texts offered, therefore, are not

necessarily classic examples of established genres
and this is reflected in the modifying words ‘aspects
of’ and ‘elements of’. Indeed, the specification takes
into account the fact that writers often subvert the
genre in which they are writing.
Working with genre involves looking at ways in which
authors shape meanings within their texts. It also
involves thinking about a wide range of relevant
contexts, some of them to do with the production
of the text at the time of its writing, some (where
possible) to do with how the text has been received
over time and, most of all in this specification,
contexts to do with how the text can be interpreted
by readers now. Looking at texts as generic works
involves connecting individual texts with others, as
the whole idea of genre is a connective one. And
finally, because genres and their qualities are not
fixed, this means that interpretation is not fixed, and
that multiple interpretations are possible.
This specification promotes as wide a choice of texts
within a clear and helpful framework. The requirement
in the subject criteria for students to study a minimum
of eight texts from particular genres and periods has
been organised as follows:
•
•

Literary genres – 3 texts ; Texts and genres
– 3 texts and Theory and independence - 2
texts. Texts will be novels, plays and poetry.
There are 2 exams for the AS course and 		
2 exams with a non-examined ( coursework)
element for the A-level course.
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Mathematics
Maths can be fun, challenging and rewarding for
its own sake it has more long term benefits also. A
qualification in Mathematics gives you access to
all areas. For university it is accepted for entry to
courses in Arts, Social Sciences and Science subjects.
For employment it opens doors to all potential career
paths.

Statistics (AS Level)
Assessment:
Each module ends with an exam of one and a half
hours. There is no coursework. However, students will
also take the Level 3 Awards in Number and Algebra
in the Spring term as a measure of progress and these
will also give an extra 7 UCAS points each.

Course Structure:

Career Progression:

You will study 2 modules of Pure Maths and 1 of
Applied Maths in Year 12 and the same combination
in Year 13. In Pure Maths you will study familiar
topics such as trigonometry, algebra and geometry
to a greater depth, and then new areas of Maths
such as calculus.

This course can lead on to studying Mathematics
at degree level, which in turn offers a wide selection
of career opportunities. A level Maths is also the
key subject for Engineering courses at university.
Maths is important in careers such in Statistics,
Accountancy, Actuarial work, Business management,
Economics and Computing, and even if you do not
go to University, it has been shown that people with
an A level Maths qualification earn 10% more than
those without.

The Year 12 Applied unit is on Statistics which will
enhance the work you have already done in Data
Handling, and in Year 13 you study Mechanics. The
course goes well with A level Physics as there is some
overlap in the Mechanics elements. Maths will also
help if you are taking Business Studies, Geography or
Biology, which all involve statistics.

Course requirements:
It is desirable to have a high B grade in the Higher
level paper at GCSE. You will need commitment,
determination and a flair for problem solving. It is
imperative that you have good algebraic skills

Statistics is the science of learning from data. It
is concerned with the collection, analysis, and
interpretation of data, as well as the effective
communication and presentation of results. Statistics
lies at the heart of the type of quantitative reasoning
necessary for making important advances in the
sciences, such as medicine and genetics, and for
making important decisions in business and public
policy.
The discipline of statistics itself continues to grow, as
new methods and tools are developed. From medical
studies to research experiments, from satellites
continuously orbiting the globe to social network
sites, from polling organisations to United Nations
observers, data is being collected everywhere and all
the time. Knowledge in statistics provides you with
the necessary tools and foundations in quantitative
reasoning to extract information intelligently from
this sea of data. Statistical methods are becoming
more and more prevalent in business, industry,
technology and government. As such, there is a
wide choice of career opportunities for well qualified
statisticians.

Course Structure:
You study the course in 3 units. Essentially you learn
more complex skills in analysis, interpretation and
collection of data. You will also study Probability
theory in greater depth. It begins to develop a
conceptual foundation in quantative reasoning. A
knowledge of Statistical techniques will help you in
AS courses in Business, Biology and Geography. To
help you prepare for examinations you will also take
the Edexcel Award in Statistics at Level 3 which is
worth 7 UCAS points.
Assessment:
There is no coursework.
Each AQA module is assessed with an exam of one
and a half hours. The Edexcel examination will take
place in the Spring term and should enable you to
assess your state of readiness for the AS exams in the
summer.
Career Progression:
This course can lead on to studying many courses at
degree level, which in turn offers a wide selection of
career opportunities. Careers in forensics, genetics,
research of all kinds, the environment, business
analysis, sports analysis and actuarialism all use
Statistical techniques and are only a shortlist of
possibilities!
Course requirements:
It is desirable to have a B grade in the higher
level paper at GCSE. You will need commitment,
determination and a flair for problem solving.
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Biology
From treetops to ocean trenches, ecosystems to
organ systems and dinosaurs to DNA - Biology is the
study of life. Whether you are an indoor or outdoor
type, a solo performer or a team player, interested
in plants, animals or people, there are options for
everyone with an interest in biology.
It’s an exciting time to be a Biologist. Biologists are
working to solve the biggest challenges currently
faced by people and the planet - fighting disease,
and protecting the environment.
What you will learn:
A level Biology Covers topics such as:
• Basic biochemistry and cell organisation
• Physiology of the Body Systems.
• Microbiology
• Homeostasis
• Environmental biology
• Genetics & evolution
Career Progression:
‘Protecting the Planet’: Conservation biologists,
ecologists, and environmental managers.
‘Feeding the Hungry’: Plant scientists, geneticists
and molecular biologists.
‘Finding the Cure’: Doctors, Nurses, Clinical
biologists, physiologists, and pharmacologists.
‘Winning Gold’: Physiologists and Sports Scientists.
‘Swinging the Vote’: Science advisors are at work in
nearly every department of the UK Government.
‘Informing the public’: You’ll find biologists in
classrooms, designing museum exhibits, publishing
work in newspapers, on the radio and TV.

Chemistry
Course requirements:
•
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades A* to C
GCSE Science grade B
GCSE English grade C
GCSE Maths grade C

Chemistry is recognised as a demanding A Level
subject and as such is seen as a very good indicator
of a student’s ability. A-level Chemistry could lead
to a career in the chemical sciences either through
university or in industry. Many students, though,
pursue other areas of study but still apply their
chemical knowledge.
At St Chad’s you will have access to
• A new Science Block
• Experienced teachers
• ICT resources

What you will learn:
•
•
•
•

Atomic Structure and Bonding - The 		
foundation of all chemical understanding.
The Periodic Table - Its organisation and 		
use.
Organic Chemistry - The chemistry of 		
carbon based compounds.
Green Industrial Chemistry - How chemistry
has an effect on our world and how it can 		
improve the quality of the environment.

Career Progression:
You could go on to University to study any of the
following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Medicine
Geology
Dentistry
Veterinary Science
Pharmacy
Agricultural Studies
Forensics
Biomedical Sciences
Environmental Studies

Course requirements:
•
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades A* to C
GCSE Science grade B minimum
GCSE English grade C
GCSE Maths grade C

These are just a few of the ways in which biology, and
the biologists who study and further this science, are
able to apply their skills. A training in the biosciences
provides many skills that are highly sought after in
the other careers.

page

8

page

9

Physics
A-level Physics is an important qualification for many
careers. Some students go on to study physics at
university. This may lead to a career in research and
development, either in a university or in industry.
Perhaps the majority of those who study A-level
Physics do so in order to apply their physics knowledge
in another subject area at university.
Why choose Physics at St Chad’s?
• Experienced Teachers praised by Ofsted for
the quality of their teaching.
• New Science block completed September 		
2009.
• All textbooks and resources provided.
• University lecture visits.
• ICT resources – latest scientific measuring 		
and recording equipment.
Studying Physics at A-Level can open the door to
a variety of different courses, including medicine,
engineering, biophysics, nuclear physics and forensic
science.
What you will learn:
We cover a broad spread of Physics at AS and A2:
• Motion – projectiles, rockets, car safety, 		
energy and forces.
• Quantum Mechanics – studying photons, 		
wave particle duality, Spectra.
• Electricity – DC / AC circuits, domestic 		
electronics, resistance.
• Waves – Wave speed and properties, 		
polarisation, interference.
Course requirements:
•
•
•
•

5 GCSE grades A* to C
GCSE Science grade B
GCSE English grade C
GCSE Maths grade C

page

10

Applied Science
The course is designed for students who want to
follow a multi-disciplinary approach to Science
instead of individual Sciences.
Applied Science allows students to develop their
skills of investigation and problem solving in a
vocational context, by applying their knowledge and
understanding of Scientific ideas and techniques
using skills of primary research, data collection,
analysis and evaluation.
Applied Science offers a practical approach to
Scientific Studies.
What you will learn:
•
•

•

•

AS Single Award GCE: Candidates take 		
units in; Science at Work, Analysis atWork 		
and Monitoring the Human Body (exam).
AS Double Award GCE: Candidates 			
take the single award units plus Forensic 		
Science, Chemicals for a Purpose and Cells 		
and Molecules (exam).
A2 Single Award GCE: Candidates take 		
units; Brain and Mind or Ecology,
Investigating the Work of a 				
Scientist (investigation) and Sampling, 		
Processing and Testing (exam).
A2 Double Award GCE: Candidates take 		
the single award units plus Brain and Mind 		
or Ecology, Synthesising Organic Molecules
and Working Waves (exam).

The course is designed to give students a broad
introduction to the Science industry. The course
prepares them with skills that they require to work in
a variety of Scientific fields.
Candidates can aim to progress to enter a variety
of HND and Degree level course in Science-related
subjects.
Course requirements:
Students will need 4 GCSEs at
Grade C and above, including
Science and English.
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Philosophy & Ethics
The Religious Studies specification followed is
designed to support a course of study which
is suitable from all religious backgrounds or
none. The specification enables candidates to:
•
•

•

Develop an interest in ‘enthusiasm’ for a 		
rigorous studyof Religion.
Treat the subject as an academic 			
discipline by developing knowledge 			
and understanding that is appropriate to 		
a specialist study of religion.
Use an enquiring, critical and empathetic 		
approach to the study or religion.

The department has strong links with RE departments
in other schools and is currently fostering links with
a number of Universities. Religious Studies in Sixth
Form can be the gateway to many university courses,
including Medicine, Law, Journalism, the Armed
Services, Teaching and Management, to name a few.
The course is taught in a state-of-the-art
Religious Studies block by experienced staff. The
department was given Outstanding during the
recent Section 48 OFSTED inspection and has
also been awarded the Gold RE Quality Mark.
The A-Level Specification
•
•
•
•

AS Religious Ethics
AS Philosophy of Religion
A2 Religious Ethics
A2 Philosophy of Religion

For a more detailed breakdown of each section of the
course please visit www.wjec.org.uk.
All students who to not wish to take A-Level Religious
Studies follow a minimum of one period of General
Religious Studies per week as a requirement of the
Sixth Form.
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Health & Social Care A-Level
The AS and Advanced GCE in Health and Social
Care has been designed to form a qualification
which provide knowledge and understanding of this
vocational area. They are ideal qualifications if you
want a broad background in Health and Social Care
and will allow you to progress to:
•
•
•
•

Further education
Training
Employment in a variety of different careers
It can also be studies as a stand alone 		
qualification with a combination of other A
Levels.

AS Paper 1: Life as a Challenge
Topics:
• Physical challenge (cystic fibrosis and 		
osteoarthritis)
• Mental health challenge (Alzheimer’s and 		
bipolar disorder)
• Social challenge (young carers and person 		
in later adulthood)
• Learning challenge (autism and Down’s 		
syndrome)
Assessment:
• 1 hour 30 minutes written exam
• 60 marks
• 50% of AS level
Question Type:
• Short answer and free response 60 marks
AS Coursework 1: Effective Care and
Communication
Topics:
• Life quality factors
• Caring skills techniques
• Barriers to effective caring
Assessment:
• Portfolio of evidence
• 80 marks
• 50% of AS level

Portfolio Evidence Required:
• Knowledge, skills and understanding
• Application
• Research and analysis
• Evaluation
AS Paper 1 will be sat in the summer examination
series at the end of Year 12.
A Level Paper 1: Learning and Development
Topics:
• Factors affecting learning, development, 		
health and well-being
• Theories of human development
Assessment:
• 2 hour written exam
• 80 marks
• 50% of A Level
Question Type:
• Short answer and free response 80 marks
A Level Coursework 1: Practitioner Roles
Topics:
• Employment sectors
• Roles and conditions
• Legislation
Assessment:
• Portfolio of evidence
• 80 marks
• 50% of A Level
Portfolio Evidence Required:
• Knowledge, skills and understanding
• Application
• Research and analysis
• Evaluation
A Level paper 1 will be sat in the summer examination
series at the end of Year 13
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Health & Social Care
BTEC
EXTENDED CERTIFICATE
The course aims to inspire and enthuse learners to
consider a career in the health and social care sector,
or in a related sector where knowledge of health
and social care will be of use, such as early years.
Learners will be given the opportunity to gain a broad
understanding and knowledge of, and skills in, the
health and social care sector, e.g. the underpinning
care values and an understanding of the different
life stages that individuals go through. Students can
progress onto the A Level in Health and Social Care in
Sixth Form and in due course, to enter employment
within a range of junior job roles across the health
and social care sector.

What you will learn:
Unit 1
Human Lifespan Development (Examination)
Unit 9
Healthy Living - (Examination)
Unit 2
Health and Social Care Values
Unit 3
Effective Communication in Health and Social Care
Unit 4
Social Influences on Health and Wellbeing

Early Years Educator
(EYE)
CACHE LEVEL 3
The CACHE Level 3 Diploma in Early Years Education
and Care (Early Years Educator) prepares learners
to become Early Years Educators, enabling them to
work with children from birth to 5 years and gain
knowledge of children aged 5 to 7 years.
Assessment Strategy
To gain this qualification the learner will need to
achieve the following:
•

Pass in all 27 units

•

Longitudinal Study (Unit 3.16). This will 		
be a mandatory task set by CACHE. It will 		
be internally assessed.

•

Synoptic Assessment 1. Short Answer 		
paper based on Themes 1: Health and wellbeing & Theme 2: Legislation, 			
frameworks and professional practice.

•

Synoptic Assessment 2. Reflective Study 		
based on Theme 3: Play, development and
learning for school readiness.

•

Synoptic Assessment 3. Extended Essay 		
based on Theme 3: Play, development and 		
learning for school readiness. (All 			
synoptic assessments will be externally set 		
and externally marked)

•

Competence in a real work environment

Unit 6
The Impact of Nutrition on Health and Wellbeing
Unit 7
Equality and Diversity in Health and Social Care
Unit 8
Individual Rights in Health and Social Care
Unit10
Human Body systems and Care of Disorders
Unit 12
Creative and Therapeutic Activities in Health and
Social Care
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Qualification Structure
The 27 units that make up the two year
qualification are structured around the
following four themes:
• Theme 1:
Health and well-being
• Theme 2:
Legislation, frameworks and 		
			professional practice
• Theme 3:
Play, development and 		
			
learning for school readiness
• Theme 4:
Professional development
Learners must achieve:
• all 27 mandatory units
• GLH: 643.
Placement hours
Placements are required for achievement of this
qualification. A minimum of 730 placement
hours is required.
Age range
0–1 year 11 months
2–2 years 11 months
3–5 years

Hours
50
280
400

Media Studies
Media Studies examines the words, sounds and
images which fill our daily lives. It includes the study
of the technologies and institutions which produce
them and the debates and issues surrounding them.
It develops academic analytical skills which are
relevant to a wide range of disciplines, as well as
introducing elements of practical media production.
The Sixth Form College has excellent Media facilities
including a state-of-the-art multimedia studio, green
screen technology and a fully equipped Apple Mac
suite.
What will the course involve?
The course investigates the ways in which different
media such as, newspapers, documentaries,
advertising, film and internet influence the way we
see and think about the world we live in. We are
bombarded by different media texts on a daily basis
and, it could be said that society and the way we
live has, to a certain extent, been determined by the
media which operates in our world. In response to
this you will study the numerous debates and issues
surrounding media production in our society today:
•
•
•
•

Do sex and violence in the mediums of film
and television affect us?
Does the news really tell us the truth?
Who owns and controls our media and how
much power do they really have on national
and global levels?
Can we actually be manipulated into 		
changing our behaviour through the 		
medium of advertising?

It is hoped that through studying the media you
will become more informed regarding its power
and possible effects it has on society and you as an
individual.
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Photography
Where does this course lead?
Because Media Studies develops so many skills, you
are attractive to employers in a wide range of peopleorientated careers. A Media Studies qualification will
enable you to study Media Studies in higher education
at HND or degree level or contribute towards the
points needed for entry to a range of other degrees
in other subjects. A Media Studies qualification can
demonstrate to employers an awareness of current
affairs and a good command of English and critical
thinking.
Course Entry Requirements:
5 GCSEs grades A* - C including a grade C or above in
English Literature & Language.

This specification provides candidates with
opportunities to develop personal responses to ideas,
observations, experiences, environments and cultures
in practical, critical and contextual forms. Candidates
are required to work in one or more area(s) of
Photography, such as those listed below. They may
explore overlapping areas and combinations of
areas.
• Portraiture.
• Landscape photography (working from the
urban, rural and/or coastal environment).
• Still-life photography, working from objects
or from the natural world.
• Documentary photography, photo 			
journalism.
• Experimental imagery.
• Photographic installation, video, television 		
and film.
Candidates should produce practical and critical/
contextual work in one or more areas including
portraiture, landscape photography, still-life
photography, documentary photography, photojournalism, experimental imagery, photographic
installation, video, television and film.
Throughout the unit candidates must show
knowledge and understanding of:
• how ideas, feelings and meanings can 		
be conveyed and interpreted in images and
artefacts created in the chosen area(s) of 		
Photography.
• historical and contemporary developments
and different styles and genres.
• how images and artefacts relate to social, 		
environmental, cultural and/or ethical 		
contexts, and to the time and place 		
in which they were created.
• continuity and change in different styles, 		
genres and traditions relevant to 			
Photography.
• The working vocabulary and specialist 		
terminology which is relevant to 			
their chosen area(s) of Photography.

Candidates will be expected to demonstrate a range
of skills and techniques. Candidates will be required
to demonstrate skills in all of the following:
•
•
•

•
•

The ability to explore elements of visual 		
language, line, form, colour, pattern and 		
texture in the context of Photography.
The ability to respond to an issue, theme, 		
concept or idea or work to a brief or answer
a need in Photography.
Appreciation of viewpoint, composition, 		
depth of field and movement; time-based, 		
through such techniques as sequence or 		
‘frozen moment’.
The appropriate use of the camera, film, 		
lenses, filters and lighting for work in their 		
chosen area of Photography.
Understanding of techniques related 		
to the developing and printing of 			
photographic images, where appropriate, 		
presentation and layout.

Career Progression:
This specification lays an appropriate foundation
for further study of Art and Design, Photography or
related subjects in Higher Education. In addition, it
is suitable for the diverse range of candidates who
wish to develop their interest in and enjoyment of
Photography, fostering its value in lifelong learning.
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Sociology
Sociology allows you to find out how society works.
Whilst everyday life appears to be a random set of
events, behind all this it is possible to identify patterns
of behaviour. Studying Sociology will give you the
knowledge and skills to understand these patterns of
behaviour and the society in which you live, enabling
you to gain a valuable insight into human behaviour.
A-Level Sociology achieves all of this by offering
a blend of traditional theories and contemporary
political and social issues.
Sociology is an academic subject which requires
students to be able analyse different ideas and apply
them to contemporary social situations.
Career Progression:
An A Level in Sociology can lead on to a wide variety
of university courses and occupations such as
Criminology, Law, Politics, Education, Social Work,
Health Care and Teaching.
AS Paper 1: Education with Methods in Context
Compulsory Topics: Education, Methods in Context
Assessment:
• 1 hour 30 minutes written exam
• 60 marks
• 50% of AS-Level
Question Type:
Education: short answer and extended writing, 40
marks.
Methods in Context: extended writing, 20 marks.
AS Paper 2: Research Methods and Topics in
Sociology
Compulsory Topic: Research Methods.
Optional Topic: Families and Households.
Assessment:
• 1 hour 30 minutes written exam
• 60 marks
•page
50% of AS-Level
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Question Type:
Research Methods: short answer and extended
writing, 20 marks.
Families and Households: short answer and extended
writing, 40 marks.
A Level Paper 1: Education with Theory and
Methods
Compulsory Topics: Education, Methods in Context,
Theory and Methods.
Assessment:
• 2 hour written exam
• 80 marks
• 33.3% of A-Level
Question Type:
Education: short answer and extended writing, 50
marks
Methods in Context: extended writing, 20 marks
Theory and Methods: extended writing, 10 marks
A Level Paper 2: Topics in Sociology
Optional Topics: Families and Households, Beliefs in
Society
Assessment:
• 2 hour written exam
• 80 marks
• 33.3% of A-Level
Question Type:
Families and Households: extended writing, 40 marks
Beliefs in Society: extended writing, 40 marks
A Level Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory
and Methods
Compulsory Topics: Crime and Deviance, Theory and
Methods

ICT / Business
A-Level Applied ICT - Edexcel

BTEC Level 3 Business - Edexcel

In Applied ICT pupils will learn how to use appropriate
ICT tools and techniques to carry out investigations,
capture and handle data, solve problems and plan
and manage projects. The AS qualification has a
broad appeal and develops students’ communication
and decision-making skills. These are harnessed to
build and maintain an eportfolio as a showcase for
their achievements.
The Double Award qualification at AS and A2
level introduces students to key aspects of the
ICT practitioner role, including system design and
installation, software development, website design
and management, technical support, networks and
communications and working with end users.

Business Studies helps students:

You will enjoy this course if you would like to:
• Be able to select and use appropriate 		
ICT tools and techniques to help you 		
carry out investigations; capture and handle
data; solve problems; make decisions; 		
present and communicate information.
• Increase your awareness of the benefits 		
and drawbacks of ICT and its impact on the
way people live their lives.
• Learn how to plan and manage projects 		
and work effectively with others.

•
•
•
•

Develop a critical understanding of 			
organisations, the markets they serve and 		
the process of adding value
Be aware that business behaviour can be 		
studied from the perspectives of a range of
stakeholders
Acquire a range of skills including decision-		
making and problem-solving
Be aware of the current structure of 		
business and business practice.

Pupils will have the opportunity to complete a
certificate in year 12 (As level equivalent) and move
onto the diploma worth up to 3 A levels (depending on
curriculum time). This specification is currently 100%
coursework. To achieve a Certificate a minimum of 3
units must be completed.

Assessment:
• 2 hour written exam
• 80 marks
• 33.3% of A-level
Question Type:
Crime and Deviance: short answer and extended
writing, 50 marks
Theory and Methods: extended writing, 30 marks.
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Business Studies
This specification has been produced to enable
business to be studied in a methodical and businesslike manner and has been designed to:
• Enable candidates to focus on the dynamic
nature of the Contemporary business world.
• Provides opportunities for research into 		
tropical business.
• Offer opportunities for the development 		
and application of full range of academic 		
skills.
The course covers all aspects of business, but
essentially looks at setting up a new business,
marketing and finance of a business, communication
and the economy. It is ideal for those wishing to
study business at a higher level and business is a key
feature of many university degree courses.
What kind of student is this course suitable for?

What will I learn about on this Course?
AS Units:
• Unit 1: Planning and Financing a Business
• Unit 2: Managing a Business
A2 Units:
• Unit 3: Strategies for Success
• Unit 4: The Business Environment and 		
		
Managing Change.
Business lessons are taught with access to state of
the art ICT facilities essential for research and are
taught by an experienced AS/A2 teacher.
Course Entry Requirements:
5 GCSEs Grade A* - C (including Maths and English)

Music Technology
The course involves learning how to use microphones
and recording equipment, including effects and
mixing desk. All lessons will take place in a state-ofthe-art Music block that has excellent facilities. You
will also learn how to arrange and compose music on
computers using Cubase software.
What will I learn on this course?
AS Level
you will have to produce 2 computer arrangements
and a Rock band recording, in any style, on CD. There
is also a listening exam on modern Pop and Rock
music.
A2 Level
You will have to produce 2 computer pieces and a
recording using more microphones and processing.
There is a listening exam on modern music and
bands.

Course Entry Requirements:
Students will need 5 GCSEs Grades A*-C including
English. A GCSE in Music is advantageous but not
essential. The main thing is that you are very interested
in modern Pop and Rock music and are happy to work
with computers and recording equipment. If you are,
it is a very interesting and satisfying course. It is a
help if you play an instrument or sing, but again this
is not essential.
Career Progression:
This is also a great qualification for any job, not
just the Music business, because it shows creativity
combined with technical skill.

You will enjoy this course if you like:
• the idea of starting and running your own 		
business.
• want to be able to offer the understanding
and skills required by employees.
• want to understand the world of work and 		
matters related to the economy of the UK.
• want to study a course that will have true 		
relevance with your life after education.
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Art
The Art Department at St Chad’s deliver a diverse
course in 6th form art and design A/S and A2 courses,
where students will be encouraged to utilise many
skills and materials in a variety of specialist areas;
•
•
•
•

Textiles
Painting and drawing
Printmaking
Computer art (Photoshop)

What will I learn about on this Course?
Students will endeavour to undertake 2 units of work
which consists of coursework and an examination.
A/S Unit 1 - Art coursework
• Internally marked
• Externally moderated
A/S Unit 2 - External set assignment
• Internally marked
• Externally moderated
A2 Assessment objective units 3 & 4 are assessed in
the same way as the A/S units. However, a personal
study is attached to unit 3 which involves extensive
research to be presented with great detail and depth
of analysis both in visual and written form.
The Coursework units contain 60% of the overall
exam grade and the controlled test /set assignment
contain 40%.
There are 4 objectives to be met by the students
on the course which are graded equally Recording
Observations, analyse and evaluate, develop ideas
and produce a final response.
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Textiles
Course Entry Requirements:
It is expected that candidates who enrol for the above
course have a GCSE grade ‘C’ in Art and Design. It
is also expected that students who have a very
keen interest in the subject and research can show
initiative and self motivation especially in relation to
their personal study.

This is a two year OCR Product Design course
comprising of 4 units, two studied at AS level and the
subsequent two units will be studied at A2 level.
This subject provides a sound basis for students who
wish to proceed to Further or Higher Education as well
as being a useful background for any career in this
field. These include: designer, buyer, pattern cutter,
marketing, advertising, journalism, manufacture
management in the Fashion or Textile industry,
costume for theatre/TV, Computer Games Design,
Engineering, Interior Design, Architecture.
Product Design at AS and A2 Level is in many ways
the natural progression for those who have studied
either Textiles, Graphic Products, Resistant Materials
or Product Design at GCSE.
Students will have the opportunity to study Design
from both a historical and contemporary perspective
and will be encouraged to design their own garments
and products. This is a rigorous and technical course
which is great fun.

AS is studied in the first year of study 60% is a
coursework based study on an existing textile
product. The remaining 40% is a controlled practical
assessment.
A2 studied in the second year of the course includes
60% coursework comprising of a design folio and
practical outcome. The remaining 40% is a written
examination.
What will I learn on this course?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Researching and developing original design
concepts.
Researching current and historical trends.
Pattern cutting.
Identifying and improving existing 			
products.
Theory of fabrics and fibres.
Textile manufacturing.
Advertising and marketing within the 		
Textile industry.
Garment construction

Course Entry Requirements:
5 A*-C Grades at GCSE level.
Career Progression:
The course is designed to offer students the
opportunity to study, propose, develop and realise
prototype solutions to a variety of designing and
making situations. closely related to the world of
product manufacture.
Possible careers can include:
Designer, Buyer, Pattern cutter, Marketing,
Advertising, Journalism, Manufacture management
in the Fashion or Textile industry, Costume for
Theatre/TV, Computer Games Design, Engineering,
Interior Design, Architecture.
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Travel and Tourism
Travel and Tourism is the largest industry on the
planet and generates billions of dollars for the global
economy. If you are looking to start a career in
this industry, and even if you are not, this could be
the qualification for you. Each qualification level is
completed over 12 months and are vocational (lots
of independent study).
BTEC Leisure and Tourism provides skills in the
following subjects:
• Business Studies
• ICT
• Sport and Fitness
• Job-Seeking Skills
BTEC Level 2
BTEC First Certificate: Equivalent to two GCSEs at
Grades A*- C. To complete the BTEC First Certificate a
candidate must complete four compulsory units and
four optional units. Two of the units are externally
assessed, the others are internally assessed.
The Level 2 qualification can lead to a BTEC National
in Travel and Tourism Level 3 course, an AS Level in
Travel and Tourism or Vocational Training.

Course Entry Requirements:
This course would be suitable for students have
achieved a C grade in GCSE Leisure and Tourism
or students with 5 A*-C grades who are new to the
subject.
Career Progression:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Outdoor recreation e.g. Ranger Service, 		
Conservation.
Management.
Hospitality e.g. Events Management.
Outdoor Education.
Youth Leadership.
Travel Agency.

BTEC Performing Arts - Level 3
This is two year course that covers 8 Units of work.
The course follows a mixture of theory and practical
lessons. There are many different ways of learning
and presenting your work.
You will cover Dance Performance and Performing to
an Audience as well as tailoring other units to suit
your areas of strength and interest. You will work as
an individual and in groups to complete practical
performances and will learn a variety of dance styles
including urban and contemporary.

What will I learn on this course?
Below is a selection of units that you may cover
throughout your two year course:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dance Performance
Performing to an Audience
Urban Dance
Dance Choreography
International Dance
The Healthy Performer

How am I assessed?
You will be assessed by written coursework around the
topic of your unit. Work is also performed practically
and assessed against three different levels; Pass,
Merit and Distinction criteria. Your final level is
awarded based on which tasks you complete.

Examples of Dance Topics:
•
•
•
•

Footloose Country Dance
Chicago Jazz Dance
Stomp The Yard Urban Dance
Musical Theatre Characters

Course Entry Requirements:
5 A*-C Grades at GCSE
C or above in Dance/Expressive Arts

BTEC Level 3
BTEC Level 3 Certificate – equivalent to one AS level.
To complete the BTEC Level 3 Certificate a candidate
must complete two compulsory units and one optional
unit. Two of the units are externally assessed, the
other is internally assessed.
The Level 3 qualification can lead to Vocational
Training, Employment or Higher education courses in
a related subject.
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A-Level PE (Level 3)
It is a two year linear course with a terminal
assessment at the end of the course. There are 7
units of work in total. There is a mixture of practical
and theory lessons.There are many different ways
of learning, working and presenting your work. St
Chad’s has excellent PE facilities, including state-ofthe-art Climbing Wall, Fitness Suite and Sports Hall
plus outdoor courts.
What will I learn about on this Course?
Two theory units, which include:
• Exercise Physiology: How does the Body 		
Work and adapt to exercise and training?
• Skills Acquisition: How do we learn physical
skills?
• Sports Psychology: How does your mind 		
help you to perform in sport?
• Sport in Society: How and why do we bother
with sport?
• Practical: How well can you perform in your
best sport?
• Anatomy & Physiology, Sport & Society and
Biomechanics.

BTEC First Sport (Level 2)
This is a two year course that covers 8 Units of work.
You are assessed on each unit. The course follows
a mixture of theory and practical lessons. There are
many different ways of learning and presenting your
work. You choose two contrasting practical activities
to specialise in and will work in groups and undertake
individual research tasks. All students will complete
the compulsory SLUK Sports Leaders Award and
Coaching Awards..
How am I assessed?
There are 8 coursework assignments, one for each of
the units above. One of these is likely to be assessed
online. You can present your work in many ways
including PowerPoint, video and practically. Each
assignment includes tasks at 3 Levels (Pass, Merit
and Distinction) and your final level is awarded based
on which tasks you complete.

What will I learn on this course?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fitness (External Assessment)
Practical Sport
Anatomy & Physiology
Injuries
Planning & Leading Sports
Planning & Organising Sports Events
Sponsorship in Sport

Topics include:
•
•
•
•
•

Sports in Runcorn
Racism in Sport
Fitness Testing
Sports Coaching
First Aid

Career Progression:
This course could lead to work in Sports Coaching,
Sports Centres, Fitness Clubs etc. This course would
be suitable for someone who wishes to take further
studies in Sport, such as a BTEC National Level 3.

How will I be assessed?
One 2 hour written exam (Total 70% of A-Level)
Ongoing teacher assessment for your practical:
One assessment as performer or coach plus written
analysis (30%of A-Level)
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Law
A Level Law allows students to gain knowledge of
a variety of legal rules from criminal and civil law.
In addition to this, it develops the skills required to
apply the existing law to case scenarios, in the same
way as the courts of law do on a daily basis.
The course examines a wide range of high profile
legal cases and the powers judges can give a criminal
sentence or an award of compensation.
Successful A Level Law students will require high
standards of literacy and the ability to write in a
detailed and precise manner.

Career Progression:
An A Level in Law not only leads into a Law degree
and a possible career as a Solicitor or Barrister, but
also a wide range of other university courses and
professions such as Criminology, Sociology, Politics
and teaching.

What will I learn on this course?
AS Level
Unit One: Law Making & The Legal System
• Judicial precedent.
• Statutory interpretation.
• Civil courts & Alternative Dispute Resolution
Unit Two: Introduction to criminal law and tort 		
of negligence.
• Assault
• Battery
• Actual Bodily Harm
• Grievous Bodily Harm
• Duty of Care
• Breach of Duty
A2 Level
Unit Three: Offences Against The Person.
• Murder & Manslaughter.
• Non-fatal offences.
• Defences such as Intoxication, Insanity & 		
Self Defence.
Unit Four: Offences Against Property & Concepts
of Law.
• Robbery & burglary.
• Theft.
• Arson & criminal damage.
• Justice.
• Law & Morals
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Psychology

French
‘Psychology is the understanding of human behaviour;
and is vital in areas like social work, teaching, and
counselling. The principles of psychology enable us
to understand abnormal behaviour which is vital in
the treatment of mental illness.’
Psychology is important in the world of business and
management- some of the top business minds have
an excellent understanding of human behaviour.
Psychology is the fastest growing a Level subject
and is currently one of the top choices for study at
University.
Psychology is one of the most popular subjects to
study because it has a big impact on all areas of
life, from education and health, to the economy and
crime.
Psychologists apply scientific methodology to
explain human behaviour. They create theories, test
hypotheses through observation and experiment,
and analyse their reports with statistical techniques
that help them identify key findings.
What will I learn on this course?
•
•
•
•

Perspectives in Psychology
Memory and Forgetting
Obedience
Child Development

Career Progression:
Psychology is a diverse subject that goes well with
many different subject combinations. There are
many different types of courses that you could take
at University:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Applied Psychology
Clinical Psychology
Child Psychology
Forensic Psychology
Teaching, Nursing
Social Work
Speech Therapist
Counselling Management
Education Psychology

You will have 9 hours per fortnight of lessons with the
class teacher and 1 hour per week with the French
assistant, which will focus on speaking skills and
preparation for the oral exam.
During the year you will have the opportunity to go
on dedicated language days at local universities and
to take part in the French exchange to our partner
school in Brittany.
How will I be assessed?
Both AS and A2 courses are examined in two modules
and all four skills of listening, speaking, reading and
writing are tested.
AS exams are taken in May/June of Year 12.
Module 1
Two part oral exam 20% / 60 marks:
This exam lasts for 15 minutes and is conducted
by your teacher. Firstly, a conversation based on
the topics studied at AS, and secondly, a general
conversation lasting 7 minutes during which you will
talk about your personal interests, studies and plans/
aspirations for the future.
Module 2
Listening, Reading and Writing 30% /98 marks.
Q1 Listening: (8 marks).
Q2 Grammar task based on the listening items (5
marks).
Q3/4a Reading and Responding: 2 or 3 texts with
comprehension tasks (24 marks).
Q4b Grammar task based on the reading passages
(10 marks)
Q5 Translation from French into English (16 marks).
Q6 One essay in French (200-250 words), from a
choice of 4 titles, 2 for each of the topic areas. (35
marks).

What will I learn on this course?
AS Level
Topics covered are: Leisure and lifestyles, including
travel and tourism, sport, hobbies, entertainment,
customs, traditions and healthy living.
A2 Level
The Individual and Society, including relationships
and responsibilities, gender issues, youth culture, the
environment, immigration, education, vocational
training and future careers.
Career Progression:
Foreign Languages combine well in Higher Education
with a broad range of subjects, including Maths,
Science, Business, Law, English and History.
Career prospects are enormous, in both the public and
private sector, manufacturing and service industries.
Employment rates for language graduates are high.
Course Entry Requirements:
You will have taken the Higher paper at GCSE and
achieved at least a grade B.
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Spanish
You will have 9 hours per fortnight of lessons with the
class teacher and 1 hour per week with the Spanish
assistant, which will focus on speaking skills and
preparation for the oral exam.
During the year you will have the opportunity to go
on dedicated language days at local universities and
to take part in exchange visits to our new partner
school in Spain.
How will I be assessed?

Geography
What will I learn on this course?
AS Level
Topics covered are: Leisure and lifestyles, including
travel and tourism, sport, hobbies, entertainment,
customs, traditions and healthy living.
A2 Level
The Individual and Society, including relationships
and responsibilities, gender issues, youth culture, the
environment, immigration, education, vocational
training and future careers.

Both AS and A2 courses are examined in two modules
and all four skills of listening, speaking, reading and
writing are tested.
AS exams are taken in May/June of Year 12.

Career Progression:

Module 1
Two part oral exam 20% / 60 marks:
This exam lasts for 15 minutes and is conducted
by your teacher. Firstly, a conversation based on
the topics studied at AS, and secondly, a general
conversation lasting 7 minutes during which you will
talk about your personal interests, studies and plans/
aspirations for the future.

Career prospects are enormous, in both the public and
private sector, manufacturing and service industries.
Employment rates for language graduates are high.

Module 2
Listening, Reading and Writing 30% /98 marks.
Q1 Listening: (8 marks).
Q2 Grammar task based on the listening items (5
marks).
Q3/4a Reading and Responding: 2 or 3 texts with
comprehension tasks (24 marks).
Q4b Grammar task based on the reading passages
(10 marks)
Q5 Translation from Spanish into English (16 marks).
Q6 One essay in Spanish (200-250 words), from a
choice of 4 titles, 2 for each of the topic areas. (35
marks).
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Foreign Languages combine well in Higher Education
with a broad range of subjects, including Maths,
Science, Business, Law, English and History.

Course Entry Requirements:
You will have taken the Higher paper at GCSE and
achieved at least a grade B.

Geography is one of the most dynamic subjects
you could choose at AS/A2 Level. The nature of the
subject means that it is constantly evolving and
changing with the planet and its people.
Geography is an academic subject which demands
students to be good ‘all-rounders’. Post-16 Geography
includes aspects of Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics,
English, Business Studies and ICT to name but a few.

What will I learn and how will I be assessed?
AS Level
At AS level the department follows the AQA
Specification. This consists of two units which are
examined in a 2 hour examination.
Modules:
1 - Physical and Human Geography
• Rivers, floods and management.
• Population Change.
(Options)
• Cold, coastal or hot desert environment.
• Food supply, health or energy issues.
2 - Geographical skills
Students complete a 1 hour paper on fieldwork you
have completed during the year.
A2 Level
Modules:
3 - Contemporary Geographical Issues
Students must complete three of the following 6
units - 2 hour examination
• Plate tectonics
• Weather and Climate
• Ecosystems
• World Cities
• Contemporary conflicts
• Development and globalisation
4a - Geography fieldwork investigation
Students complete a 1 hour 30 minute paper on
fieldwork you have completed during the course.
Career Progression:
An AS/A2 level qualification in Geography provides
an excellent grounding for a wide variety of Higher
Education courses. From scientist to politician,
teacher to botanist, financial executive to town
planner, geography can prepare for it!
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History
History encourages students to think for themselves
and to carry out independent research. It leads to
effective skills in organisation and communication
and promotes expression and debate. These are all
useful skills to prepare you for university life and the
world of work.
Career Progression:
An A Level qualification in History provides an
excellent grounding for a wide variety of Higher
Education courses such as Law, Politics, Journalism
and Teaching.

What will I learn on this course?
At A Level the department follows the EDEXCEL
Specification. This consists of four units which are
examined at the end of the course.
Unit 1:
British Social and Political Life 1918-1997
Unit 2:
USA, 1917-1954
Unit 3:
Witchcraft in Europe
Unit 4:
Personal research project
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“The school knows its
students well, enabling
them to be both
nurtured and challenged
in equal mesaure”page 33
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